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Table 2.2 Functional Classes of Cranial Nerves”

Classification Function Structure Innervated Cranial Nerve

Afferent fibers
Ceneral somatic Tactile, pain/temperature Skin, mucous membrancs, skeletal V, VIL IX, X
proprioception muscles of head and neck
Ceneral visceral Mechanical, pain/temperature Oral cavity, pharynx, larynx V, VIIL IX, X
proprioception
Special somatic Audition, balance Cochlea, labyrinth VIII
Special visceral Tasle, olfaction Taste buds, olfactory epithelium L VIL IX, X

Motor fibers
General somatic Skeletal muscle control (somites) Extraocular and tongue muscles I, Iv, VI, Xl
General visceral Autonomic control Tear glands, sweat glands, gut I, VIL IX, X
Special visceral Skeletal muscle (branchiomeric) Facial expression, jaw v, VII

" The optic nerve (II) is not considered in this table because it does not contain the axons of primary sensory neurons but rather
those of third-order neurons in the visual pathway. The visual system is, however, considered to be part of the special somatic afferent
class,
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